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Illinois Commerce Commission Initiates 
Notice of Inquiry to Evaluate Electric Vehicles 

 
CHICAGO, IL– The Illinois Commerce Commission today initiated a proceeding to solicit information 
and opinions from stakeholders on electric vehicles (“EVs”) as they relate to grid resiliency and energy 
efficiency.  
 
Led by Acting Commissioner Anastasia Palivos, the Commission unanimously approved a Notice of 
Inquiry (NOI) regarding Electric Vehicles.  
 
The NOI comes as a follow up to two separate Commission Policy Sessions on transportation 
electrification held in April 2018 and September 2018 by Acting Commissioner Palivos. While Policy 
Sessions allow for a limited number of parties to participate and are time constrained, an NOI will allow 
for more stakeholder consideration and participation. The goal of this inquiry would be to educate the 
ICC on opportunities and challenges related to this emerging technology.  
 
Pursuant to the Commission’s rules, the NOI proceeding is not a rulemaking and is non-decisional in 
nature, but information gathered may or may not form the basis for the initiation of a rulemaking or 
for other purposes.  
 
Because EV adoption in Illinois is still in the early stages, regulations are relatively undeveloped. While 
many actors are penetrating the EV industry, regulatory uncertainty discourages utilities and 
customers from participating at a larger scale. It remains unclear how to efficiently integrate EVs into 
the current electric system, how to treat charging infrastructure from an ownership perspective, how 
to determine appropriate rate structures, and how to encourage efficient EV charging practices to 
support grid stability.  
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Accordingly, the Commission initiates this NOI as a vehicle for gathering information and opinions that 
may form the basis for action by the Commission on these matters.  
 
Widespread EV adoption could bring Illinois up to forty-three billion dollars in benefits by 2050 
stemming from reduced utility bills, carbon pollution, and fuel and vehicle expenses. EVs have the 
capacity to complement the electric grid and different forms of distributed energy resources by 
increasing electricity reliability and resiliency. As the cost of batteries decreases, EVs are becoming a 
viable alternative to internal combustion engine vehicles, and, although they have high up-front costs, 
EVs have low maintenance costs, they reduce carbon emissions, and may help stabilize the electric 
grid.  
 
Participants must submit an original and three copies of all comments, reply comments, and other 
documents to the Chief Clerk of the Commission on or before October 23, 2018. Interested persons 
and entities are also requested to email the same in electronic form (preferably Adobe pdf) to 
ICC.EVNOI@illinois.gov. Copies of all documents filed in the proceeding will be available for public 
inspection at the Chief Clerk’s office in Springfield and the Commission's Chicago office. Reply 
comments are due by November 6, 2018. Additional rounds of comments, if viewed as beneficial or 
necessary, will be assigned and scheduled by the NOI case managers. 
  
The complete NOI, which includes contact information and instructions for participation, will be 
available in the Highlights section of the ICC’s Website (www.icc.illinois.gov).  
 
For any questions, interested participants should contact NOI case managers Emily Brumit, Ritta 
Merza, or Katharine McErlean at emily.brumit@illinois.gov, ritta.merza@illinois.gov, or 
katharine.mcerlean@llinois.gov. 
 

### 
 
About the Illinois Commerce Commission 
The Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) is a quasi-judicial body made up of five Commissioners.  Through its 
Public Utility Program, the Commission oversees the provision of adequate, reliable, efficient and safe utility 
services at the least possible cost to Illinois citizens served by electric, natural gas, telecommunications, water 
and sewer public utility companies.  Through its Transportation Regulatory Program, the Commission oversees 
public safety and consumer protection programs with regard to intrastate commercial motor carriers of general 
freight, household goods movers, relocation towers, safety towers, personal property warehouses and 
repossession agencies. The Commission’s Rail Safety Program also inspects and regulates the general safety of 
railroad tracks, facilities and equipment in the state.  
 
To learn more about the Commission, its offices and bureaus, click here. If you are a consumer who needs help 
resolving a utility dispute call 800-524-0795 or file an online complaint here.  For a complaint related to 
transportation, call 217-782-6448. 
 
Follow the Illinois Commerce Commission on Twitter @ILCommerceComm 
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